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Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 26, 2023 
 

 
The Desires of the Heart 

 

When Lazarus died, Mary of 
Bethany must have been heartbroken. You can 
see why she would have been. She loved her 
brother Lazarus, and she trusted and loved 
Jesus. Like everybody else in her community, 
she knew that Jesus could heal sick people. So 
when her brother got sick and she knew that 
Jesus was nearby, she turned to him for help. 
Then she waited three desperate and 
increasingly miserable days. During those days 
Jesus didn’t come, and Lazarus died. And so 
she was devastated. Her beloved brother was 
dead, and her beloved Jesus seemed to have 
disregarded her entirely in her time of need. 
She must have felt sure that she had lost the 
desires of her heart and lost them irretrievably. 
But what the story of the raising of Lazarus 
shows is that a person can feel sure about such 
things and still be altogether mistaken. 

Mary wasn’t entirely wrong. She had 
this much accurate insight into herself: she was 
right in thinking that it was her heart’s desire to 
have her brother and to be loved by Jesus. But 
she was mistaken about what the fulfillment of 
those desires would be. She thought that she 
could have the desires of her heart only in case 
Jesus came to her to heal her brother before he 
died. Consequently, when Lazarus did die, 
Mary thought that she had lost what she wanted 
most. What the story makes clear, though, is 
that the Lord can know better than a human 
person does what she most wants. We are not 
surprised if the Lord knows better than we do 
what is good for us, and we generally expect 
that good to be something we don’t want. But 
in this story the Lord knows better than Mary 
what she herself actually wants. 

When Jesus raises Lazarus from the 
dead, Mary has her brother and is loved by 
Jesus in a way more deeply fulfilling to her and 
more glorious than the mere healing of her 
brother in his sickness would have been. And 
here is the thing to notice: Jesus was in the 
process of giving her what she wanted most 
even as she was firmly persuaded that she had 
lost it forever. And so the story helps us see that 
the Lord can be trusted even with the deepest 
distress of the hearts of those who are his own. 
As the Psalmist promises (Ps 37:4), the Lord 
will give the desires of their hearts to those who 
put their trust in him. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Je suis la résurrection et la vie 
 

       Nous appartenons à une civilisation aspirée 
dans le tourbillon de la violence, de la torture, du 
meurtre, des exécutions, des guerres, des 
génocides et du terrorisme. Face à la mort, il 
existe deux attitudes fondamentales : 
       La première est celle des personnes qui 
croient que la mort est la fin de tout. Aucune 
intervention chirurgicale, aucun médicament 
miracle, aucune crème rajeunissante, aucune diète 
spéciale ne peut changer cela. Cette attitude est 
très présente dans le monde d’aujourd’hui. 
       La seconde est partagée par ceux et celles qui 
croient qu’à la mort la vie continue mais elle est 
changée. Ceci est la base de notre christianisme. 
Cette espérance donne un sens non seulement à 
notre mort, mais aussi à notre vie de tous les jours, 
à nos fêtes, à nos joies, à nos maladies, nos 
souffrances et nos angoisses. 
       Le Christ nous dit que non seulement nous 
serons transformés et que nous continuerons à 
vivre après la mort, mais il nous invite à vivre 
pleinement dès maintenant. «Sortez de vos 
tombeaux, de vos vies sans espérance. 
Recommencez à respirer la vie à pleins 
poumons…» «Je suis venu pour que vous ayez la 
vie et que vous l’ayez en abondance». Secouez 
votre inertie et votre passivité et participez à la 
construction d’un monde meilleur, plus juste, plus 
fraternel. Mettez de côté votre égoïsme afin de 
partager la tendresse de Dieu envers ceux et celles 
qui sont blessés par la vie et qui ont besoin 
d’amour et d’affection. La promesse du Christ 
nous invite à une vie pleine d’espérance et de 
projets nouveaux maintenant, et nous promet une 
vie nouvelle après la mort. Il ne faut jamais nous 
résigner à la fin de la vie. La résignation n'est pas 
une attitude chrétienne. 
À travers cette civilisation attirée par la 
destruction et la mort, le Christ nous parle 
aujourd’hui de vie et d’espérance. «Celui qui croît 
en moi a (maintenant) la vie éternelle!» Il nous 
redit, en appelant Lazare hors de son tombeau : 
«Sors du tombeau... Je suis la résurrection et la 
vie... Celui et celle qui croit en moi, même s’il 
meurt vivra.» 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

       It was wonderful to see so many of you at 
the funeral of Fr. Phil. He was a beloved 
member of our school and church community, 
and it was tremendous to have so much 
support. 
 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, principal 

 

 
Rest in peace 

 

 
 

SATURDAY, March 25th  
5:15 pm      Marilyn Regan † 
SUNDAY, March 26th            
9:00 am    Naod Shifferaw - Needs 
10:30 am   Jules Bancharel † 
12:15 pm   People of the Parish 
MONDAY, March 27th      
7:00 am      Tewabech Dobale † 
TUESDAY, March 28th    
7:00 am      Dominic Faina - Birthday 
WEDNESDAY, March 29th  
7:00 am      Denise Baylocq † 
THURSDAY, March 30th  
7:00 am      Florence Eschelbach - Health 
FRIDAY, March 31st   
7:00 am       Hyun Joon Kim - Health 
SATURDAY, April 1st   
5:15 pm      Serawit Asfaw Wodajo † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Cecille Bien, Odette Etcheverry, Brett 
Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Jeremiah 
Hallisey, Diana Munoz, Martha A. 
Gutierrez Romero, Rosario Cecilia 

Samson, Fasil Tegene, and Peter Wang. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR 
DECEASED 

 
  Serawit Asfaw, Wondifraw Asrat, 

Felicitas Baricar, Mark Fischer, 
Hedwige Fernandez, Ralph González, 

Maria Elena Grimaldo, Andres Herrera, 
Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 

Wook Koo, Fernando Orantes, William 
McKnight, Valerie Meehan, Pedro 

Muro, Eleanor Toolajian, William Steel 
and Nicole Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has 
been on this list for over a year unless we 
are notified not to remove them. Thank 
you for your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND 
Saturday April 1st 5:15 pm - Vigil Mass 

Sunday April 2nd  
7:30 am and 12:15 pm - Masses in English 

9:00 am - Basque Mass  
10:30 am - French Mass  

Blessed Palms Distributed at all Masses 
 

 April 6th Holy Thursday  
6:30 pm - Mass of the Lord's Supper  

Adoration after Mass until 8:00 pm.  
 

April 7th Good Friday  
Noon - Celebration of the Passion and Death  

of the Lord:  
Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, 

  and Holy Communion; followed by Stations of 
the Cross and individual confessions. 

 

April 8th Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 8:00 pm. 
 

April 9th Easter Sunday 
7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 12:15 pm - Masses in English 

10:30 am - Mass in French  
 

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

At this point in our Lenten journey, it is tempting to grow 
weary of the spiritual disciplines we have taken on. Today’s 
readings inspire us to remain faithful, in grateful response to 
a God who loves us so much. In our first reading, the prophet 
Ezekiel speaks God’s own words to us. “I will put my spirit 
in you that you may live… I have promised and I will do it, 
says the Lord.” Our God wants to be so closely united to us 
that we are one with Him. And He has promised He will do 
it. But only if we make room for Him by making Him THE 
priority of our lives. Putting God first is a grateful response 
that is very pleasing to Him. How can we do this? Our second 
reading, from Romans, tells us. “Those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh… you are in 
the spirit if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.” The 
disciplines of Lent and a stewardship way of life are 
wonderful gifts that free us from too great an attachment to 
“the flesh.” The sacrifices we make as Christian stewards are 
not meant to restrict our freedom and joy. Quite the contrary. 
They are tools to help us find the real freedom and joy that 
only come when we make room in our lives for God. As we 
journey closer to the Passion of our Lord, let us intensify our 
Lenten resolutions and our stewardship way of life, inviting 
the Holy Spirit to take over more and more of our lives. By 
Easter, we will be freer to rejoice in Him and truly pleasing 
to God. 

 

 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Every Friday of Lent you are invited to 
gather in the church at 12 Noon to pray the Stations of the Cross. The 
Stations of the Cross are a 14-step Catholic devotion that commemorates 
Jesus Christ's last day on Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus 
on specific events of His last day, beginning with His condemnation. The 
stations are commonly used as a mini pilgrimage as the individual moves 
from station to station. At each station, the individual recalls and meditates 
on a specific event from Christ's last day. Specific prayers are recited, then 
the individual moves to the next station until all 14 are complete.    As we 
heard in the Gospel of Ash Wednesday, Jesus invites us to act and live our 
discipleship. Lent is a time to do this by Fasting, Praying, and Giving Alms. 
Come and invite family members/friends to pray the 14 Stations. 

 
We are proud to announce the official re-launch of the NDV Women's and 
Men's Clubs Le Club des Femmes and Le Club des Hommes. The Clubs are 
open to all members of the Parish and School communities. As a member of 
either the Women’s or Men’s Club, you'll have access to a welcoming and 
supportive community of individuals who share your values and interests. 
Whether you're looking to give back to the community, deepen your 
connection to the Parish and School or simply make new friends, our 
women's and men's club offers something for everyone. We will be fostering 
meaningful connections and strengthening of our community. Stay tuned for 
more info on joining the clubs and a schedule of activities. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for 
a Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of MARIST FATHERS. 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
March 26, 2023 – April 2, 2023 

Sunday            - Ez 37:12-14                     - Rom 8:8-11                  -  Jn 11:1-45 

Monday          - Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62                                              - Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday          - Nm 21:4-9                                                 - Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday     - Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95                                             - Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday        - Gn 17:3-9                                                                - Jn 8:51-59 

Friday             - Jer 20:10-13                                                           - Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday         - Ez 37:21-28                                                           - Jn 11:45-56 

Sunday            - Is 50:4-7                 - Phil 2:6-11                  -  Mt 26:14—27:66 




